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1. �Church-Waddel-Brumby House 
c.1820

 280 East Dougherty Street
This Federal Period house was built in 1820 
for Alonzo Church who later became presi-
dent of the University of Georgia. Shortly 
after its construction, it was acquired by 
Dr. Moses Waddel who lived here as UGA 
President from 1820-1829. The house 
remained a single family dwelling for the 
Harris, Hardeman, and Brumby families until 
the mid 1960s. The Athens-Clarke Heritage 
Foundation prevented its demolition by 
moving and restoring it to serve as a house 
museum and Welcome Center. The Church-
Waddel-Brumby House also has the distinc-
tion of being the oldest surviving residence 
in Athens.

2.  Foundry Park Inn
 295 East Dougherty Street
Historic Landmarks within this site include 
The Hoyt House, constructed in 1829 and 
purchased by Rev. Nathan Hoyt in 1833. 
The Athens Steam Company Pub is named 
for the historic Steam Company incorpo-
rated in 1850, which provided Athens with 
telegraph lines and fire fighting equipment. 
The Steam Pub was originally the Athens 
Foundry, c.1849, which cast much of the 
decorative ironwork for the historic homes 
and gardens of Athens.

3.  Ware-Lyndon House, c.1845
 293 Hoyt Street
This simple house of sturdy brick construc-
tion, reflecting the Italianate mode, was built 
in the 1840s by Dr. Edward R. Ware and 
remodeled by Dr. Edward Smith Lyndon, 
an Athens’ druggist, in 1880. Located on 
a prominent hill overlooking Downtown 
Athens and nearby Oconee River, it is the 
only residence remaining on its original site 
in Lickskillet, an early residential section 
of Athens. The house is now restored to 
its original splendor as part of the Lyndon 
House Arts Center.

4.  Athens School Board
 500 College Avenue
In the early twentieth century this building 
was originally an elementary school and last 
served as the administrative offices for the 
Clarke County Board of Education.

5.  Tinsley-Stern House, c.1830
 193 East Hancock Avenue
When James Tinsley built this Federal style 
home, he located it in Athens’ first resi-
dential neighborhood. The second oldest 
residence in Athens, this building has been 
used for a variety of purposes, including a 
boardinghouse, a funeral home, a library, and 
the District Attorney’s office.

6.  �First Presbyterian Church, 
c.1855

 185 East Hancock Street
Ross Crane constructed this church in 1855 
at a cost of $10,000 for a congregation which 
had been organized in 1820. The Church 
was remodeled in 1902, and recent additions 
have been made, but its early appearance has 
been retained. Interior details include a pul-
pit of Italian marble and pine pews trimmed 
in hand-hewn walnut from Whitehall 
Plantation. They were designed to accommo-
date families of different sizes, and many of 
the original nameplates are still on the pews.

7.  U.S. Post Office, c.1941
 183 East Hancock Street
This classically inspired building, which fea-
tures colossal columns, was constructed as a 
WPA project. At the request of local citizens, 
the Beaux Arts design complements the clas-
sical environs in which it is located.

8.  �Double-Barreled Cannon, 1863
 �Lawn of City Hall, College and 

Hancock Streets
Believed to be the only double-barreled 
cannon in the world, this relic of the War 
Between the States proved to be rather 
impractical because its barrels were not syn-
chronized and the cannon balls, which were 
chained together, never got off to the same 



start when fired. The cannon now faces due 
north, just in case.

9.  �First American Bank and Trust 
Company, c.1906

 300 College Avenue
This building was designed by the Architect 
of the Treasury, James Knox Taylor, in the 
Second Renaissance Revival Style and 
housed the Post Office and the Federal 
Court. It was the first major commercial 
adaptive use project in Athens, completed  
in 1973.

10.  City Hall, c.1904
 �College Avenue and Washington 

Street
Situated on the highest elevation in 
Downtown Athens, this building was 
designed in the Beaux Arts Classicism mode 
by L.F. Goodrich of Augusta and built for 
a cost of $50,000. From the granite base to 
the top of the eagle weather vane measures 
exactly 99 feet.

11. Costa’s Ice Cream Factory 
 133 East Washington Street
Originally, the Costa family made ice cream 
for use only at their ice cream shop, which 
was located in the Commerce Building in the 
early 1900s. Because their ice cream became 
so popular, they erected this yellow brick 
building on Washington Street to manufac-
ture their famous ice cream commercially, 
which they did until 1939. A branch of the 
Athens Police Department is now housed in 
this building.

12. Ben Epps’ Shop, 1904
 120 East Washington Street
Ben Epps was Georgia’s first aviator, build-
ing and flying his own planes, and in 1904 
opened Athens’ first aviation shop, where he 
also did other electrical work along with car 
and motorcycle maintenance.

13.  Morton Theatre, c.1910
 �Corner of Washington and Hull 

Streets
Built by Monroe Bowers "Pink" Morton, 
the Morton Theatre is one of America’s 
first African-American built, owned, and 
operated vaudeville theatres. Performers 
such as Duke Ellington, Louie Armstrong, 
Cab Calloway, and Bessie Smith performed 
here during the 1920s, 30s, and 40s. Today, 
the restored Morton serves Athens as a 
Community Performing Arts Center.

14. Hot Corner
 �Corner of Washington and Hull 

Streets
This was the center of African-American 
commercial, financial, professional, and 
social life in Athens at the turn of the centu-
ry. Many black businessmen established their 
operations here and it became important to 
black middle class life. Wilson’s Soul Food 
and Wilson’s Barber Shop are the surviving 
businesses still located here.

15.  Old Presbyterian Manse, 1841
 185 North Hull Street
One of the oldest houses in Athens, this 
house sits on it original lot and was built as a 
downtown home for Albon Chase, the sec-
ond mayor of Athens and owner of Athens’ 
first paper mill. The Greek Revival house 
with elements of English Regency style is one 
of the last remaining of its style in Athens. 
The interior is original, as is the building 
behind the house, which served as the cook-
house and slave quarters.



16. Georgia Theatre, c. 1889
 215 North Lumpkin Street
The Art Deco façade that exists today is 
a product of extensive remodeling efforts 
undertaken in 1935. The original building 
was the site of the YMCA and later  
converted into the Hotel Majestic and Elite 
Theatre. Today it serves as one of the main 
music venues in Athens, still offering occa-
sional movies.

17.  The Globe
 199 North Lumpkin Street
During the early 1900s, this was the home of 
Athens Steam Laundry and later a furniture 
store. Transformed by a rehabilitation proj-
ect, the Globe is now an English-style pub 
noted for its displays of work by local artists.

18.  Bank of America, c.1915
 110 East Clayton Street
This building holds the distinction of being 
the tallest structure in downtown Athens. 
Originally designed as an office building, it 
was later converted to hotel use, then was 
remodeled in the Colonial revival style in 
the 1960s for banking purposes.

19.  Haygood Building, c.1885
 151 East Clayton Street
This handsome three-story brick building 
reflects the Victorian Romanesque style and 
has distinctive architectural features, includ-
ing granite window moldings and sills. The 
building is now used for commercial space.

20.  Moss-Scott Building, c.1910
 164 East Clayton Street
This Beaux Arts Classicism building, execut-
ed in a vernacular mode, was originally built 
to be a pool hall and a soda fountain. The 
building has also been the site of the Sterchi 
Brothers, and J.C. Penney.

21.  Commerce Building, c. 1908
 220 College Avenue
This building, Athens’ first "skyscraper," was 
originally the Southern Mutual Insurance 
Company building and it also housed the 
Georgia National Bank and Costa’s Ice 

Cream Parlor. Later in the decade the C&S 
Bank, as well as Palmer and Sons Drugs were 
located there. 

22.  �Vonderleith-Moss-Heerey 
Building, 1870-1880

 216 East Clayton Street
The only remaining pressed tin façade in 
Athens graces this Victorian-era, eclectic 
building. It originally had a corner entrance 
and housed a local print shop.

23.  Meyers Building, c. 1892
 171 College Avenue
This Victorian Romanesque style building 
originally had a second tower that graced the 
right side of the building and duplicated the 
one which still remains on the left side of the 
façade. The Grill, a 24-hour restaurant, cur-
rently occupies this space.

24. � College Square Building, c. 
1845

 College Avenue and Broad Street
E.L. Newton built this building, which at one 
time was Athens’ finest hotel. This building 
housed the hotel until the 1920s. Known 
then as the Commercial Hotel because of the 
commercial shops located on the first floor, 
the name was subsequently changed to the 
Colonial Hotel. The present façade is of the 
1920s period and represents the Colonial 
Revival style.

25.  College Square
The heart of downtown Athens, College 
Square entertains an eclectic mix of UGA 
students, professors, Athens residents, and 
visitors who gather here to enjoy the cafes, 
shops, and concerts. The trees lining the 
street commemorate events in Athens  
history.

26.  Confederate Memorial
During the Civil War, two skirmishes took 
place in Clarke County, one near Barber’s 
Creek and a second near Mitchell’s Road. 
The monument placed here commemorates 
the lives lost during these battles. As a side 
note, at least four Confederate generals are 




