
BILL VANDERFORD - JACK OF MANY TRADES

 Though the boy, Bill Vanderford, excelled in several sports, he only dreamed of flying 
airplanes as a youngster. He accomplished that by the age of 12 and went on to fly many World 
War II era airplanes during his teens. He even had a period of flying crop dusters before he 
turned 17, and later became a highly skilled air traffic controller during his Air Force days. 
 After a successful auto racing career in Europe, Bill turned to professional bass 
tournament fishing and simultaneously started his guide service in 1971 on Georgia’s Lake 
Lanier. Though he won local tournaments and placed well in national events sponsored by 
BASS, BCA, and Project Sports, Inc., his love was the slower-paced pleasure of taking other 
people fishing. So, in 1977, he gave up competitive fishing to concentrate on his flourishing 
guide business. Since then, Bill has become a fishing legend in this area, and in 1993, was 
inducted into the National Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame in Hayward, Wisconsin as a 
legendary guide . . . the first southerner to receive this honor.
 Despite being recognized as "The Expert" on Lake Lanier, Bill has also become well-
known as an editor, writer, videographer, and photographer. He has won hundreds of awards for 
these efforts as a member of the Outdoor Writers Association of America (OWAA), the Society 
of American Travel Writers (SATW), the Southeastern Outdoor Press Association (SEOPA), and 
the Georgia Outdoor Writers Association (GOWA). Bill's byline and photography have appeared 
in well-known publications, including Field and Stream, Sports Afield, Bassin', North American 
Fisherman, In-Fisherman, several Game and Fish Publications magazines, and he served as the 
Georgia Editor for Outdoor Life Magazine. In addition, he has recorded fishing segments for 
national and local radio and television shows, and produced educational video tapes on many 
facets of fishing, travel, and nature.
 Bill has written 5 books during his career that have taught anglers the habits and habitats 
of the most popular fish found in Lake Lanier. Readers also discovered many of the tricks and 
tactics that Bill has employed during his more than forty years of fishing and guiding on Lake 
Lanier.
 After more than thirty years away from the sport, Bill returned to road racing with sports 
cars in 2004 and won a championship. However, his active racing is slowing down, and he 
spends quite a few days each year teaching the art of going fast on race tracks to newcomers.
 Bill Vanderford has lived much more than his dream, and now spends much of his time 
passing his knowledge on to others. He talks, teaches, and writes about his many and varied 
subjects throughout the Southeast and much of the country. It has truly been a good life for this 
“Jack of Many Trades!”


