
Circa 1825
Monroe, Georgia

For information on school tours, group tours,
or event rental, contact

Dotty Harris Zazworsky, Managing Director
404.816.2943
770.267.5844

OR
e-mail: hhtours@harrishomestead.com

Website: www.harrishomestead.com

Facebook: William Harris Homestead

If you would like to send a charitable donation
to the Homestead, make check payable to

The William Harris Homestead
and mail to

The William Harris Homestead Foundation, Inc.
3636 Georgia Highway 11
Monroe, Georgia 30656 

National Register of 
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The William Harris Homestead provides a rare
glimpse into how the earliest homesteaders in the
“new frontier” of northeast Georgia tamed the
land and created a legacy for future generations.

Visit the Homestead to experience how early
settlers carved out a self-sufficient  lifestyle in an
area that was little more than a wilderness.  The

which provided drinking water and “wash place”
for laundry days
The primitive lifestyle is further depicted with
period furnishings and implements that allowed
the family to clothe, feed, and support themselves.
Visitors can envision how a family provided all
the essentials of life through demonstrations that 
may include:
• spinning raw cotton and wool into thread
• weaving thread into fine cloth
• candle-making, butter churning, and open-
   hearth cooking
• meat and food preservation
• historical relevance of the Creek Indians
• Civil War interpretations

  

In 1818, the State of Georgia formed Walton
County in the sparsely populated northeast
regions of the state.  To encourage and distribute
population in the “new frontier”, the state held a
land lottery in 1820.  Two of the land lots (250
acres each) came into the possession of a young
newcomer to the region, William Harris, in 1836.
William and his wife Harriet provided a home 
for their twelve children, and they, along with
many of their descendants, are buried in the 
family cemetery.

The William Harris Homestead is one of the few
early Georgia plantations which remains
sufficiently intact to depict the culture and lives
of Walton County’s first settlers.  The main house’s
construction followed the pattern of early Virginia
plain-type architecture.  The foundation,
constructed of local fieldstone and handmade
bricks, provided cellar space beneath the elevated
floor.  The main and upper floors were built of
oak timbers, “pit sawn” from locally felled trees,
and were notched to fit together.

The farm and Homestead have been owned and
farmed continuously by members of the Harris
family since William and Harriet first set up
housekeeping.  It stands today as a testament to
the independence and resourcefulness of frontier
families.  The Homestead’s historical significance

has been recognized by numerous
awards including:

• National Register of Historic Place, 1982

• Citation for Excellence Award, 1990,
   Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation

• Centennial Heritage Farm Award, 1993,
   Georgia Department of Natural Resources

The William Harris Homestead Foundation was
established in 2001 as a charitable organization
to maintain the property in perpetuity as a
heritage educational site.  Over 60,000 students
have visited the site and have found it to be, in their
words, “awesome, cool, wow, fun, and the best field
trip ever, really”.

“A Day in the 19th Century” field trip includes a
hayride and four teaching units that keep the
children involved and interested; tour of the
antebellum log house and lifestyle; medicinal
herb garden, candle-making, and food
preservation; life of a Civil War soldier; and 
lessons on the Creek Indians.

There is a charge per student, depending on
the size of the group and activities.  

The Homestead is open to the public on the first and
third Saturdays, March through December, from
10:00 am until 2:00 pm.

Group tours (minimum 10 people) may be scheduled
year-round by appointment. The base fees* are as
follows:
Adults and Children over 5...................$6.00
Children, 5 and under...........................FREE
Senior Citizens, 60 and older................$5.00
*Subject to change

Standard admission includes personalized tours of
the Homestead’s log house and grounds.  Hayride,
Civil War Reenactor or catered lunch are offered
for an additional charge.

For an expanded tour offered to larger groups, the
fee will vary according to the number of people
and the type of tour requested.

The William Harris Homestead is a delightful site
for an outdoor wedding, reception, family reunion,
theme party, or other special event.  Event rental
is available year-round by appointment.

For information on school tours, group tours, or
event rental, contact 

grounds feature original 
19th century buildings that
were raised from the land
itself:
• The log house (circa 
   1825) built of
   6” x 8” timbers
• The cellar lined with 
   enormous river rock 
•  The smokehouse made
    of handmade brick
• The corncrib and barn
• The natural spring

School Tours

Dotty Harris Zazworsky, Managing Director
404.816.2943
770.267.5844

dotty@harrishomestead.com
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