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Our Mission
The Northeast Georgia History Center is
dedicated to preserving and sharing
our regional history and being our
community’s pathway to history education.
Through our educational programs,
community events, exhibits, and historic
structures, we strive to be a leading
resource for promoting a greater
understanding of local, state, and national
history.

General Information
Location: 322 Academy Street NE Gainesville, GA 30501

D I G I T A L  P R E S S  K I T

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10AM - 4PM (closed on major holidays)

Admission: Free for Museum Members, $6 for Adults, $5 for Active/Retired
Military with ID, $5 for Seniors (65 and up), $4 for students with ID, free for
children under 5. Groups of at least 20 guests are $5/person and must be
booked in advanced. Specialty tours are available.

Contact Info: 770-297-5900 historycenter@brenau.edu

Parking & Drop-Off: We have a large parking lot with stairs that lead to an
entrance. Drop-offs can be made at the front entrance on Academy Street NE.

Museum Shop: Our gift shop offers a wide variety of unique gifts, local art,
books on regional history, and a children's section.

Accessibility: The History Center is wheelchair accessible and has an
elevator that leads to the Whitepath Cabin and Blacksmith Shop.

Rentals: The History Center provides several spaces for special events,
conferences, work meetings, luncheons, and more.

Website & Social Media:
www.negahc.org
www.facebook.com/negahc
Instagram @negahistorycenter



Our Exhibits & Historic Structures
The Northeast Georgia History Center has exhibits and historic structures that
span over 11,000 years of the region's history. During your visit you'll tour an
18th century cabin once home to Cherokee tribal leader White Path, experience
hands-on history through our kid-friendly interactive exhibits, learn little-known
stories of the region's past, and get up close to hundreds of artifacts.

The White Path Cabin is the 18th
century home of the Cherokee tribal
leader White Path. The cabin was
built c. 1780 near the site of present
day Ellijay, Georgia by White Path’s
parents. The cabin was relocated
onto its current site in 1995 under
the direction of Counte Cooley, a
descendant of White Path, and of
James Mathis.

Our blacksmith shop was discovered
by Hoyt Herrin encased in an old
frame house on the Travis Moore
Home in Gainesville. James Mathis,
Sr. had the shop moved to our
location to become a part of our
mission. We provide blacksmithing
demonstrations in our educational
programming and community events.

White Path Cabin

Blacksmith Shop
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"The Northeast Georgia History Center is more than a museum of really cool

stuff. It's like taking a trip back in time." - Local Guide Vicki Wineland



Our main gallery tells the story of the many people who have called our region
home. Their story is told in an engaging exhibit of hundreds of artifacts spanning
thousands of years, video displays, and our popular interactive Tornado Simulator
that depicts the 1936 tornado in Gainesville.

We have a fantastic collection of folk art and pottery ranging from traditional
examples to those with modern twists on centuries old art forms. This collection
includes pottery by the famous Lanier Meaders who was known for his mastery of
the face jug art form.

Northeast Georgia: The Land of Promise

The Frances Mathis and Phil Mathis Folk Art Gallery
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"This place is unique and authentic. Wonderful staff and volunteers who love

Gainesville and Brenau, that are dedicated to the teaching and sharing of

history." - Ginnie Greene



Learn about the life and successes of local sports legends that have called
Northeast Georgia home.

Northeast Georgia Sports Hall of Fame
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The Freedom Garden is a living tribute to all America veterans, although
separated by generations, who continue to share a common, undeniable goal —
to valiantly protect our country’s freedoms. The centerpiece of the Freedom
Garden is a bronze, life-size statue of five children in a Circle of Freedom,
depicting the joy of living in a free America. There is an open space between two
of the children, which is an invitation for a visiting child to hold hands with the
statue children, thus completing the Circle of Freedom.
 
You can honor a veteran in your life with an engraving in the Circle of Honor. For
information on Tributes in the American Freedom Garden contact us at
historycenter@brenau.edu or call 770-297-5900.

American Freedom Garden



Our Victory Garden represents the gardens that were grown by American families
during World War II to help conserve resources and as a symbol of patriotism.
The Hall County Master Gardeners maintain the History Center's Victory Garden
and donate the food grown to local non-profits.

Victory Garden
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Educational Programming
We make it easy for educators to help their students understand and retain what's
being taught in the classroom. All of our educational programs are designed to
meet Georgia Standards of Excellence. We provide on-site programs and tours,
travel trunks for classrooms, and free digital programs that cover a broad range of
historical topics.



We offer a broad range of on-site
Living History programs that meet
Georgia Standards of Excellence.
Our programs are engaging,
entertaining, and memorable
experiences that encourage critical
thinking skills in students. These
popular programs are an excellent
way to connect students to the
historic events and figures they're
learning about in class.

The Cottrell Digital Studio
provides free digital programs to all
Georgia schools and homeschool
groups. Students can interact with a
historic character through a Live
Webcast, take a guided tour of our
exhibits through a Virtual Tour, and
watch our original and entertaining
series of Webisodes.

Travel Trunks are like a "museum in
a box" filled with artifacts, primary
sources, and GSE-based lessons
plans that offer a hands-on
experience for your students. Topics
include Native American Cultures,
the Civil War, WWII, and the
American War for Independence.

On-Site Programs

Free Digital Programs

Travel Trunks
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Students during our Deerskin Trade program which explores
the relationships between Native Americans and European
settlers in Northeast Georgia during the 18th/19th century.

Students meet Benedict Arnold during a Live Webcast



Free Family Day Events

New Gainesville Chautauqua

Every second Sunday of the month during the academic year, the History Center
offers a free Family Day that covers a specific historical topic. Living History
Interpretation, demonstrations, hands-on activities, music, dance, and more are all
part of our Family Day events.

Based on the late 19th century Chautauqua education movement, The New
Gainesville Chautauqua is a summer series of Museum Theatre performances
focused on a specific topic. Professional Living History Interpreters portray figures
from history and have a back-and-forth dialogue with the audience.

Educator and Activist Beulah Rucker portrayed by
Chiara Richardson during the 2018 season focused 
on women of history

Cherokee Leader John Ross portrayed by Alex Morse
during the 2019 season about Indian Removal



Press Releases

Additional Contacts

Here you'll find links to our most recent press releases for upcoming events,
special exhibits, and programs.

Executive Director Glen Kyle
gkyle@brenau.edu
 
Director of Education Ken Johnston
kjohnston@brenau.edu
 
Director of Media & Communications Libba Beaucham
libba.beaucham@brenau.edu
 
General Inquiries
historycenter@brenau.edu

Free Damily Day: First Contact – De Soto Expedition
Sunday, January 12th 1-4 PM

Free Damily Day: Deerskin & Duffels
Sunday, February 9th 1-4 PM

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mgpbwgi4n273gAPWhlFajCuT__gzGZb5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x7Idic-TZdZYaKz2Q1ygY2E2DHmW8Exa/view?usp=sharing

