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DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
OF TALIAFERRO COUNTY, GA

706.456.1250
taliaferrocountyga.org

GREENE COUNTY CVB

706.453.0380
visitlakeoconee.com

HOMETOWN WARRENTON
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warrencountyga.com

SPARTA-HANCOCK 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

478.456.4185
spartamayor@bellsouth.net

VISIT THOMSON, GA

706.597.1000
visitthomsonga.com

The Historic Pews & Pulpits Trail is made up of 
35 churches that are at least 100 years old. These 
structures paint a portrait of our area’s history and 
represent sacred spaces that are integral to the story of 
early Georgia. The Historic Pews & Pulpits Trail winds 
through 5 Georgia counties and the churches are part 
of the Historic Rural Churches of Georgia database.

These churches stand as testimonies to those who 
wished to create a place of prayer, and spiritual joy. 
Each church has its own atmosphere, fragrance, light, 
and shadow. Some churches are simple clapboard 
buildings, while others are more grand and ornate. 
Whatever your beliefs, these houses of worship cause 
us to pause, and reflect.

1. PENFIELD BAPTIST
GREENE COUNTY / ORG 1847 
Mercer Cir, Union Point, GA 30669
This striking Greek Revival building sits regally upon a hill 
on the site where it was built almost 170 years ago; virtually 
unchanged from the day it was originally constructed by David 
Demorest to serve as Mercer University’s Chapel in 1845-
46. After Mercer University moved to Macon in 1871, the 
University gave the Mercer Chapel to Penfield Baptist and the 
congregation took immediate occupancy 
of their grand, new home and flourished 
there into the mid-1900’s.

2.  WHITE PLAINS  
BAPTIST

GREENE COUNTY / ORG 1806 
1021 Main St E.,  
White Plains GA 30678
White Plains Baptist Church was 
organized in 1806, with all four 
sanctuaries located here. The current 
sanctuary was constructed in 1887. After 
the church welcomed its first African-
American member in 1812, both races 
worshipped together until 1869. In the 
late 1820s, the church was instrumental 
in the founding of Siloam Baptist Church, 
formerly a branch of this church. To 
date only 20 pastors have served here.

3. BETHESDA BAPTIST
GREENE COUNTY / ORG 1785 
Bethesda Church Rd, Union Point, GA 30669
The Bethesda Baptist Church congregation dates back to the 
earliest days of Greene County in 1785. The current structure 
was completed in 1818 and is constructed of hand-made brick 
made on the premises. Bethesda Baptist is one of the oldest 
brick churches in Georgia, and gives an indication of the early 
wealth of the settlers that settled in this area of eastern Greene 
County. According to the church minutes, early settlers carried 
their guns to service for fear of attack by nearby Indians – two 

guards were stationed outside of every service, and the large 
iron brackets that held a beam across the entry door are still in 
place.

4. BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN
GREENE COUNTY / ORG 1786 
Bethany Church, Greensboro, GA 30642
Organized in 1786, Bethany was the first church in Greene 
County (Washington County at the time). This is the third 
permanent church home near this location.  
In 1886, Dr. James Woodrow, an uncle 
of President Woodrow Wilson, was tried 
for heresy here in the first of the so-called 
“monkey trials” regarding the teaching of 
evolution. He was exonerated. Its historic 
cemetery seems almost magical in the 
presence of a majestic old oak, which has 
stood here for well over a century. (Seen 
to the left of the church, above). Below are 
examples of some of the oldest headstones, 
dating to the early 19th century.

5. SILOAM PRESBYTERIAN
GREENE COUNTY / ORG 1903 
Church Street, Siloam,GA 30665
Siloam Presbyterian was constituted in 
1903 by the charter members of what 
was previously called Hastings Church. 
Hastings church had been formed in 1894, 
but was dissolved and dismantled to create the Presbyterian 
church at the end of the 19th century. John T. Dolvin, a highly 
thought of member born in 1826, was the sole organizer of 
both churches. Records show that the new church building was 

completed by the spring of 1903. The Pews 
also came from the old Hastings church, 
which was located a few miles north of 
Siloam.

6. LIBERTY METHODIST
GREENE COUNTY / ORG 1786 
3091 Liberty Church Rd,  
White Plains, GA 30678
According to a local history, the name 
Liberty was derived from the fact that so 
many of the early settlers in the area were 
veterans of the Revolution and members of 
the “Sons of Liberty”. As the Methodists 
began to get organized, Liberty became part 
of the Appalachee Circuit. According to 
church history, the church was active for the 
duration of the Civil War. The little church 
prospered over the years and construction 
on the present sanctuary began in 1900 – the 

building was dedicated in 1903. Liberty has a proud history and 
one of the longest in Georgia. Long may she live.

7.  WHITE PLAINS METHODIST
GREENE COUNTY / ORG 1838
Main Street West, White Plains, GA 30678
This church built in 1871 is the one that stands today. After 
the Civil War, African Americans continued to worship in 
the same building as the white Methodists although services 
became segregated. Evidence of the church’s progressive 
membership is shown by being among the first in Georgia to 
receive permission to create a woman’s missionary society in 

1888. The church is now privately owned by one of the White 
Plains residents who plans to use it in various ways, including 
that of a wedding chapel. We very much applaud this effort at 
preserving this historical treasure.

8. FORK CHAPEL METHODIST
GREENE COUNTY / ORG 1844 
1401 Farmington Rd, Madison, GA 30650
Fork Chapel is a lovely rural church in a bucolic little village 

setting. The cemetery, where the original 
church stood, is located about a mile away 
and is worth a visit. Many of Greshamville’s 
prominent early settlers are interred here. 
According to Georgia Places Names by 
Kenneth Krakow, Greshamville was named 
for an old fort built near the Davis Gresham 
settlement in 1786.

9. ST. PAUL AME
GREENE COUNTY / ORG UNKNOWN
4331 Highway 15 S, Siloam, GA 30678
We know very little about the history of 
St. Paul AME. We will add to it as we are 
able to. The original structure is very old 
and we would guess that it was built around 
the turn of the century. The vestibule on 
the front end of the church was added at a 
later date. We are struck by the fact that the 
church has no cemetery and no parking lot. 

It looks abandoned but, in fact, it is still a functioning church 
that has periodical services. The interior photo reveals that the 
sanctuary is well kept and has an active life. The church also 
has the tagline “The Church That Would Not Die” on the sign 
by the road and attached to the structure. There is a story here 
and, hopefully, someone will come forth with it.

10. SHILOH BAPTIST
GREENE COUNTY / ORG 1850s-1860s 
2431 Penfield Road Greensboro, GA 30642
Shiloh Baptist was organized in 1795, one mile from Penfield 
and was first known as Towns Creek. It is one of the oldest 
churches in Georgia. Towns Creek was received into the 
Georgia Baptist Association at Phillips Mill in 1796. Georgia 
was still a dangerous place at that time and the early worshipers 
carried their guns to church and posted sentries. The Creeks 
held the land on the other side of the Oconee River and there 
were frequent clashes. We are told the law required every man 
to carry his gun and four to six men guarded the church during 
services. In 1807 a more substantial building was erected and 
the name changed to Shiloh.

11.  PENFIELD PRESBYTERIAN
GREENE COUNTY / ORG 1876
1011 Beasley Circle, Union Point, GA 30669
The present church was erected in the spring of 1876 at a cost 
of $1,100. One is struck by the design and the architecture 
of the sanctuary; a combination of brick, Gothic arches and 
elaborate steeple. Not very common for rural Georgia churches 
of the time. The church added some new pews and some 
chairs around the turn of the century but little else has been 
changed, other than two windows that have been dedicated 
to the memory of founder Johnson Boswell and Eliza Cheney 
Boswell. Still going strong for over 125 years.

12. SILOAM BAPTIST
GREENE COUNTY / ORG 1828 
Church St, Union Point, GA 30669
Siloam Baptist Church was originally organized as Smyrna 
Baptist and was constituted in December of 1828. The name 
was derived from the community known as Smyrna until 
1870, the year a post office was first established. Since there 
was already a community by that name in Georgia the town 
was designated Siloam. The church was renamed Siloam 
Baptist in 1905. In early 1844 the membership had grown 
to over 100 with the church roll being reported in four 
columns e.g. white male, white female, colored male and 
colored female. After the Civil War, the black membership 
gradually moved their membership to 
other places. There have been three 
meeting houses with the present one 
being erected in 1896.

13.  FIRST PRESBYTERIAN  
OF UNION POINT

GREENE COUNTY / ORG 1898 
201 Veazey St, Union Point, GA 30669
The current building was constructed  
in 1898. The windows are a unique and 
beautiful feature of the architecture of 
the church. All four walls are composed 
of approximately 75% glass in each 
wall. At the time of construction, 
the large window areas were filled 
with translucent glass that was much 
cheaper than filling in with so much 
brick work. During the early 20th 
Century, these were replaced by church 
members with stunning memorial, stained glass windows. 
The church’s windows are considered as some of the finest 
“turn of the century“ craftsmanship in the southern United 
States.

14. WRIGHTSBORO METHODIST
MCDUFFIE COUNTY / ORG 1773 
4737 Wrightsboro Rd, Thomson, GA 30824
The Wrightsboro Methodist Church is located on a small 
hill in a fascinating historic setting that is the southernmost 
point of Quaker migration. The current structure was built 
between 1810 and 1812 by the selling of public subscriptions 
and land. The Georgia General Assembly granted the 
commissioners of the town of Wrightsboro permission to sell 
three 50 acre lots and use proceeds of up to $500 to build a 
house of worship for all Christian Denominations to hold 
services. Ancestors of prominent Georgia families are buried 
at Wrightsboro Methodist, including the ancestors of Asa G. 
Candler – founder of the Coca-Cola company and mayor of 
Atlanta from 1916 to 1919.

15. ST. PAUL CME
HANCOCK COUNTY / ORG 1857 
Pine Bloom Rd, Sparta, GA 31087
The St. Paul CME church was organized in 1857 by 
slaves on the Dickson Plantation. The church is off of the 
beaten path. There is a wide open field in the middle of 
the woods at the junction of St. Paul Church Road, Pine 
Bloom Road, and an unnamed dirt road that leads back to 
the Dickson Plantation house. The church grounds offer a 
quiet, peaceful place to reflect upon the lives of slaves and 
former slaves as they struggled to define themselves within 
the limits of their reality. The cemetery is unusually large 
for such a rural cemetery, and many of the markers are 
homemade.

16. SMYRNA METHODIST
HANCOCK COUNTY / ORG C 1790
Highway 22 NE, Sparta, Ga 31087 
The present church structure was built in 1800 and 
remodeled in 1878. The interior of the church is just as 
remarkable and solid as the exterior. 
Marks and curves on the pews help 
prove that these are probably the 
handmade seats of the original settlers 
of this area. The church cemetery has 
a good variety of Headstones, Iron 
Work and Masonry.  Obviously a 
prosperous congregation who buried 
their deceased with grace and dignity; 
the earliest marked grave is 1857. 
The church is usually kept open for 
visitors. On the altar is a bible gifted 
to the church nearly 100 years ago. 

17. ST. MARK’S AME
HANCOCK COUNTY / ORG 1867 
124 St Mark Church Rd,  
Sparta, GA 31087
The original part of the existing 
church building was completed in 
1901. The one and a half story, mostly brick structure with 
its two towers resembles many of the churches of that time 
period but also incorporates many Romanesque and Gothic 
Revival elements. The building has two separate entrances 
in the front consisting of two extremely tall paneled double 
doors that are reached by passing through two Romanesque 
arches. They give you a good hint of the craftsmanship and 
beauty that is located beyond them…original wood, stained 
glass windows (depicting a Poor Man’s Bible) and a tongue 
and groove ceiling patterned in a lozenge (a diamond or 
crisscross) design.

18.  POWELTON METHODIST
HANCOCK COUNTY / ORG 1830 
Highway 22 NE Powelton Community, Sparta, GA 31087
The current building is not the original, Methodist records 
date of the present sanctuary at 1830 and mentions that the 
structure was ‘re-roofed’ in 1946. Another brief Methodist 
history states that the present building replaced an earlier 
‘Methodist Meeting House’. The single field stone footings 
and hand-hewn support timbers attest to an early origin. 
Regardless of the footings and timbers, the interior of the 
church is extremely level and stable, a testament to the 
building skills of early carpenters.

19. MT. ZION PRESBYTERIAN
HANCOCK COUNTY / ORG 1813 
16644 GA-15, Sparta, GA 31087
Mt. Zion was originally a Presbyterian Church, organized 
by Rev. Beman in 1813. The present building is the original 
structure, constructed in 1814. This is unusual in that most 
churches in the rural backcountry started as ‘brush arbors’, 
then progressed to a log church and finally to one or more 
versions of a framed sanctuary. The fact that this delightful 
structure was built in 1814 and still survives speaks to the 
wealthy planters who envisioned Mt. Zion as an education 
center of learning from the very beginning. After the Civil 
War, membership dwindled until the building was sold to 
the trustees of a Methodist Church for $200 in 1903. The 
Methodists worshiped in the building until 1958.

20.  ROCK MILL METHODIST
HANCOCK COUNTY / ORG 1840
Hamburg State Park Road, Jewell, GA 31045 
Rock Mill Methodist Church, built c1841-1845, is just over 
a mile from its original location.  The church originally stood 
on a 3 acre tract donated by William Shivers, owner of 
Rock Mill Plantation (which still stands) and one of the first 
settlers in the area. In 1894, the church was moved to its 
current location in the Jewell Community, across from the 
Baptist Church.  This lovingly restored antebellum church 
was spared during Sherman’s March to the Sea thanks to 
the Masonic affiliation of Daniel Ashley Jewell.

21. JEWELL BAPTIST
HANCOCK COUNTY / ORG 1870 
Hamburg St. Park Rd.,  
Jewell, GA 31045
The church was dedicated in 1870 and 
was made of handmade local bricks 
and was designed to be a replica of the 
church in Winchester, New Hampshire. 
The interior of the church is also very 
unusual and the quality of the finish 
carpentry and trims is just stunning. 
What is very apparent is that this 
church was built by extraordinarily 
skilled craftsmen at a great expense. 
The textile industry of those days was 
self-sufficient and paternalistic in every 
aspect of workers’ lives i.e. housing, 
schools, company stores, churches 
etc. The church is unusual in so many 
ways but none more so than the brick 

vestibule and belfry that was built into the design.

22.  POWELTON BAPTIST
HANCOCK COUNTY / ORG 1798
Hamburg State Park Road, Jewell, GA 31045 
The oldest part of the Powelton building dates from 1798, 
according to A History of the Georgia Baptist Association. 
This makes Powelton the oldest existing Baptist church 
building in the state, and it speaks to the importance of the 
village of Powelton at the end of the 18th century. The bell 
tower and the covered porch were 
added in 1822, just in time for the 
meeting of the first Georgia Baptist 
Convention. The church holds a 
special place in Baptist history – the 
General Committee of the Georgia 
Baptists was organized at Powelton 
Baptist in 1803, and the Baptist State 
Convention was formed here in 1822.

23. PROSPECT  
METHODIST
WARREN COUNTY / ORG 1846
1363 Prospect Church Road  
Norwood, GA 30821 
The first service in the current 
building was in January, 1880 and 
this beautiful building is still in 
use today. Due to the diligence of 
the congregation, it is remarkably 
well preserved. The siding is still painted wood and the 
bathrooms are in an adjacent building. The architecture 
still retains and reflects the setting of an 1880 church. 
Around 1880 the church purchased a new organ, much to 
the displeasure of one prominent member. Ironically, this 
same organ was played at the member’s funeral. In 1936 the 
church trustees sold timber on the property and used the 
money to build a porch on the church. Electric lights were 
not in Prospect church until 1952 when the kerosene and 
gas lamps were replaced.

24.  BARNETT  
METHODIST

WARREN COUNTY / ORG 1876
96 Barnett Church Road  
Norwood, GA 30821 
Barnett is an interesting community 
in several ways. When the Georgia 
Railroad was under construction in the 
1830’s, rural towns and villages began to 
appear and disappear as a result. Barnett 
was one of the villages that sprang up 
as a watering station and depot on the 
line from Augusta to Atlanta. The oldest 
documented graves in the cemetery are 
that of Lawrence Battle who died in 
1878 and his wife who died in 1877. The 
Battles were a very prominent family 
in Warren County. Lawrence donated 
the land for the church in 1876 and died 
shortly thereafter. His daughter, Marye 

Lulu Battle who died in 1900, is the repository of the “Angel 
of Barnett” – one of the most inspirational gravestones we 
have seen anywhere in Georgia.

25.  WILLIAMS CREEK BAPTIST
WARREN COUNTY / ORG 1787
2061 Williams Creek Church Road NE  
Norwood, GA 30821 
The Baptist Church of Christ at Williams Creek was 
constituted Dec. 22, 1787 at the headwaters of Williams 
Creek at Little River in that section of Wilkes Co., which 
became Warren Co., by the Act of 1793. Willis Perry gave 
the land on which the church was built, just northwest 
of the present site. During heavy rains, the creek would 
overflow and flood the cemetery and 
the land surrounding the church. 
Sometime in the latter part of the 
19th century, the decision was made 
to relocate the church to its present 
location. Headboards of the earliest 
cemetery were made of wood or 
fieldstone and slowly disappeared 
over time.

26. FOUNTAIN  
CAMPGROUND
WARREN COUNTY / ORG 1822 
7853 Washington Hwy NE,  
Norwood, GA 30821
Fountain Campground is an 
excellent example of an intact and 
“active” historic camp meeting site 
and is one of the treasures of Warren 
County. Many families have been 
coming here for generations and have obviously taken great 
pride and care in its preservation for future worshipers.

27. NORWOOD METHODIST
WARREN COUNTY / ORG 1881 
198 Massengale St, Norwood, GA 30821 
In early 1881 the Norwood Methodist Church was 
organized in a little school house located opposite the site 
of the present Norwood Baptist Church. In February of 
1882, Flavius McGinty of Warren County deeded 3,900 
square yards of land to several of the trustees to be used as 
a “divine place of worship for the ministry and membership 
of the Norwood Methodist Episcopal Church”. The deed 
is recorded in the office of the clerk of Superior Court 
of Warren County, Deed Book DD, page 417. While a 
building was being erected on this lot, Sunday school 
continued to be held in the school house. The structure was 
completed and dedicated in 1882. There are still quite a 
few buildings left in the old town of Norwood, named after 
the Hon. Thomas Norwood, a member of congress from 
Savannah in 1888. It had previously been named Gunn’s 
Mill after a grist mill built by Mr. Radford Gunn just prior 
to the Civil War.

28. SOUTH LIBERTY PRESBYTERIAN
TALIAFERRO COUNTY / ORG 1820
Barnett Rd SE, Crawfordville, GA 30631 
In 1820, several members of Liberty Church in Wilkes 
County petitioned to form a new church: South Liberty. The 
reasons according to the Liberty members were “distance, 
bad roads, and high water in winter.” Thus began South 
Liberty Presbyterian church – the congregation construct-
ed a log church in 1828 about four miles east of Sharon. In 
1855, the log cabin was replaced by a framed building. The 
1855 structure was moved to Sharon in 1877.

29. SHARON METHODIST
TALIAFERRO COUNTY / ORG 1886 
240 Raytown Rd NE, Crawfordville, GA 30631
What’s now known as Sharon Methodist Church, in the 
small town of Sharon, Georgia, was built in 1903.  This 
congregation organized in late 1886 after previously 
having been affiliated with another nearby church.  The 
Victorian style is quite a bit different than other Protestant 
churches in this part of Georgia. Sharon Methodist still 
stands 113 years later as a beautiful example of Victorian 

craftsmanship.

30. ANTIOCH BAPTIST
TALIAFERRO COUNTY / ORG 1886 
3625 GA-22, Crawfordville, GA 30631
Boasting a congregation that dates back 
to 1886, when it was founded by freed 
slaves from southern Taliaferro and 
northern Hancock counties, Antioch 
Baptist Church is one of the most striking 
examples of a religious building in rural 
Georgia, with its imposing Gothic Reviv-
al-style towers flanking a wide doorway. 
Having acquired four acres for both a 
church and a cemetery from a nearby 
landowner, the church was constructed in 
1899 by local craftsmen. Every August, 
descendants of the original congregation 
return to worship and reunite at this 
church with a long and proud history.

31. CRAWFORDVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
TALIAFERRO COUNTY / ORG 1879 
115 Alexander St, Crawfordville, GA 30631
Crawfordville Presbyterian, located off of Commerce Street 
in downtown Crawfordville, was established in 1879. The 
current brick structure was built in 1896. The Presbyterian 
denomination made its first appearance in Georgia in 1735, 
with some Scottish Highlanders who settled in Darien 
with their pastor. Presbyterians continued to come to 
the Georgian colony and began to form congregations in 
Savannah. The oldest standing Presbyterian Church in 
Georgia is the First Presbyterian Church of Augusta, which 
was built in 1804.

32. LOCUST GROVE CATHOLIC
TALIAFERRO COUNTY / ORG 1792
240 Washington Plaza, Crawfordville, GA 30631 
Originally established in 1790 in a farming community 
halfway between Madison and Augusta, the Church of 
the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary is the oldest 
Catholic church in Georgia. In 1883, the present church 
was built. The church once counted Alexander Stephens, 
vice president of the Confederacy, and ancestors of both 
Margaret Mitchell and Flannery O’Connor among its 
parishioners.

33. JENNINGS BAPTIST
TALIAFERRO COUNTY / ORG 1894 
1492 Sharon St, Crawfordville, GA 30631
The present church building was built in 1904. The building 
is a typical one room front gabled structure with two equally 
sized front doors. This style of dual entrances is typical of 
19th century evangelical churches. It is occasionally referred 
to as the “Presbyterian way” in the 19th century, but other 
denominations had this same arrangement. One door was 
for men, and the other women. Along with segregated 
entrances, seating in the pews was also kept separate.

34.  CRAWFORDVILLE BAPTIST
TALIAFERRO COUNTY / ORG 1802 
113 Monument St, Crawfordville, GA 30631
This, the first Protestant Church in the Taliaferro area and 
originally called Bethel, was established in 1802 by Rev. 
Jesse Mercer and Rev. James Matthews on land given by 

William Janes, one of Georgia’s largest 
planters. The first pastor was Rev. James 
Robertson; first deacons were John 
Walker and Etheldred Wilder. Known 
widely for its liberality, this church 
granted the use of its building to other 
denominations while their churches were 
being organized. Many fiery political 
speeches have been made in the church 
building. The present structure was 
erected in 1889.


